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April 4, 2009 
Tagawa Gardens  
Pre-Easter Event 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 
 

Deadline for contributions to the  
May 2009 Newsletter:   

April 10, 2009 
(Note: make submissions to nwco-

hrs@msn.com) 
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In September of 2001, a new friend entered my life. Resplendent in a coat of 

beautiful chocolate brown fur, Harmony was a 
gorgeous seven-pound Rex rabbit who had 
found her way to the Colorado House Rabbit 
Society by way of a cat shelter. She was very 
popular during her stay at the CO-HRS and 
certain to find a new home quickly thanks to her 
outgoing, loving personality and affectionate 
nature, which often manifested itself in friendly 
licks of her little pink tongue.  
 
Good fortune was clearly ours when Harmony 
was paired with our other two rabbit friends, Mr. 

Bunn, a Rex, and Sweetie Pie, a mixed-breed female. My wife and I lovingly 
welcomed her into our home. For more than seven years we have all lived together, 
sharing our time and affection as rabbits do with their human friends.  
 
However, as we all know, nothing in life is permanent, and our dear friend 
Harmony was lost to us on Tuesday, December 16, 2008. We loved her with all our 
hearts, and her untimely death has left us with a profound sense of loss. But, in the 
midst of that loss, agonizing though it is, we are also left with much more. For, in 
her all-too-brief time with us, and in the midst of her passing, Harmony opened our 
hearts and minds to insights that though obvious and uncomplicated, are truly 
difficult to learn and are often overlooked. 
 
First and foremost, Harmony taught us that the things we love are transient – that 
no matter how much we may love one another, all life is fleeting. In the end, there 
is nothing we can truly do to protect and preserve those dearest to us from the 
vicissitudes of existence, no matter how much we may wish or believe to the 
contrary. But, on a more positive note, such a perspective allows us to clearly see 
that, for these very reasons, it is all the more important that we live our lives to the 
fullest, and that we endeavor, whenever possible, to treat the living things around 
us with the kindness, tolerance, respect, and love that all living things deserve.  
 
Secondly, Harmony taught us that material items, beyond those few amenities that 
are essential to daily life, are truly not important, especially in light of the love of 
good friends. We can, after all, always replace material things, but as we know all 
too well, we can never replace those we dearly love. When they are lost, such loss 
is permanent. 
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Finally, Harmony taught us that we should be generous with our time and our 
energy. Let us do for one another whatever we can, for there will come a day when 
those we love are beyond our ability to help them, or to give to them, either by 
virtue of our passing or theirs. Take the time to show you care and to let others 
know how much they mean to you and how much they matter in your life. All 
these lessons I now know too well, for I would give much to have a few more 
moments with my dear departed friend – to have the opportunity to pet her velvety 
ears, feed her a few berries, and see that special sparkle in her eyes. How I wish I 
could again let her know how much she was cherished.  
 
Harmony, the world did not know you as did I, but your life mattered. You and I 
were not the same species, we never held a conversation, and we were decades 
apart in age. But, you taught me the lessons of a lifetime, a singular distinction that 
you share with no other. Thank you for your friendship and for your lessons. You 
will be loved and missed until my dying day. 
 
Special thanks to Nancy LaRoche and Bill Guerrera, DVM, for their efforts to save 
Harmony’s life, and for their profound kindness and compassion. 
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Early Christmas gifts arrived for our foster rabbits 
this year as donations given at a holiday craft fair 
“Holiday Gifts for Pets and Their People” at 
Tagawa Gardens November 8 and 9.  CO-HRS 
was again privileged to operate the Santa Photo 
Booth at the event.  

 
    Saturday Santa Crew 

Handling all the different tasks to move animals and people through the booth 
required 12 volunteers each day. We had gatekeepers, ushers, photographers, 
printer operators, framers, educators, cashiers, and of course Santa (Butch Gass).  
Whole families had their 4x6 photos taken, 
printed, and then slipped into a festive frame.  
We had a new team member put the photo on 
a CD for those people who were interested, 
which was an excellent source of additional 
income. 

Many thanks to all the volunteers who gave 
their time and energy to earn $1276 for our 
furry orphans!   
 

                                                                               Sunday Santa Crew 
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After the excitement of getting a pair of rabbits, are you disappointed with their lack of friendliness toward you? Do you 
feel like you’re just a caretaker, and that they give nothing back? If so, please contact Nancy at info@coloradohrs.com 
or leave a message for her at 303-469-3240. She will work with you to turn this situation around!  We’re not happy until 
YOU are happy! 
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By Debby Schmidt and Christine Haas 

 
It has been a great fall for the Northeast Satellite in so many ways.  Due to the increase in numbers of bunnies a cry for help 
went out, and our volunteers answered wonderfully! All the cleaning at the Rabbit Center is being done by the following 
volunteers: Buffie Stanley, Cindy Bushong, Susan and Mike House, and Jan, Charles, Olivia and Josie Brett.  In addition, the 
Bretts have been making toys for sale in our store. They were a great hit at Christmas! Susan and Cindy have also been 
helping with accounting and printed materials. Thanks guys! A $5 gift certificate is waiting for each of these volunteers at 
our store. 

Veterinary bills have really added up this fall, and our little store made enough money to cover these expenses. Several new 
items were helpful in increasing our sales: beautiful crystal adorned tees, hand made bunny toys, and the ever-popular 
mazes. While other retail stores around the country suffered, our store doubled its average sales in December! Hoppy 
Holidays Bunnies - and thanks so much to all of you who shopped. 

The annual tune-up/clean-up at the Niwot sanctuary in October was enjoyed by all. Helpers were Cindy Bushong, Terri 
Harris, the Houses, Dr. Julie, Debby Schmidt, Jeri Beth Stevens, the Strohs, and Christine Hass, who organized the 
volunteers. Leslie and Stuart provided refreshments for all. 

Debby and The Rabbit Center will be moving to the foothills outside Loveland sometime in the spring.  The Rabbit Center 
will operate in the basement of her new home until a separate facility can be acquired. Thank you to Dr. Combs for letting 
The Rabbit Center have a room rent free after the previous lease ran out.  

Yearly Bunny Tailly (Tally) 
Fourteen new bunnies were added during 2008 to the 12 carryovers from 2007.  Of these, eight were adopted and one placed 
in permanent foster. We presently have a total of 17 bunnies. 

 
Welcome New Bunnies! 

Li’l Ricky  – DOB: 6/2008, Silver Martin Jersey Wooly male, 3.5 lbs, cute as a bug! 
Origami – DOB: 6/2008, white male mini-lop with dark points, 6 lbs when grown, very friendly, likes being cuddled 
Coffee – DOB: 6/2008, dark chocolate male mini-lop, 6 lbs when grown, very friendly and frisky 
Scamp - DOB: 6/2008, black male mini-lop with gray flecks, 5-6 lbs when grown, timid yet frisky 

 
Adoption Congratulations! 

Lady Luck  – wed Mr. Cotton and they are now living in style at the Faulkner estate 
 
We also helped Molly  the angora find a new home with Sabrina and Tommy Bernard where she will be groomed on a 
regular basis! 
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In spite of the gloomy economy the Bunny Boutique, graced with sunshine, drew in a quite a crowd. The Bunny Burrow was 
overflowing with great gifts for bunnies and the people who love them. The Burrow also featured unique silent auction 
items, including a hand-spun, hand-woven scarf made from the wool of the foster bunnies, a white bunny print, and pearl 
necklace, all of which inspired a lot of spirited bidding. Many thanks to Beverly Endsley, Sophia Sokolov, and Pearl 
Paradise for their generous donations. 

A plethora of new bunny toys and baskets were available in the Bunny Grotto thanks to Celicia Brown and her elves. Since 
the goodies were all quickly snatched up, we can safely conclude that there were many a content rabbit in Colorado after the 
Boutique. The Giving Tree, covered with gorgeous hand-made ornaments donated by Jane Schneider, Muriel Mudge, and 
Cheryl Almond, was nearly bare at day’s end.  

In the Bunny Barn, Nancy and Rachel answered questions and talked “rabbit” with visitors. Many people also enjoyed 
watching the slide show of hilarious, amusing, and amazing bunny photos and videos. The refreshment table, coordinated by 
Kathleen Kelly, was a bountiful treat for those mingling among the bunnies. 

After all the hard work was done, the treats devoured, the foster bunnies loved on, and the gifts all spoken for, the Bunny 
Boutique was a success, bringing in $6,500. It took toy-makers and cookie-bakers, clerks and wranglers, and decorators and 
delegators to make the Boutique an event to remember. We sincerely thank the volunteers and visitors who spent so much 
time and money to help care for the foster bunnies. 
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Our Forever Family  

from Breck and Copper Sveinsson 

This is Breckenridge and Copper Mountain Sveinsson saying “Hello!” from our new 
forever home. We used to be called Barry and Isaac when we were at the CO-HRS, but 
now we like to be called Breck and Copper because we are now ski bunnies. We think our 
new forever mommy and daddy named us that way because they like to ski. You know 
those Norwegians can never get enough skiing! 

Well, we are happy to say that in the time we have invaded our new home we have 
become spoiled rotten. We have already trained Mommy and Daddy to make us fresh 

salads everyday, give us yummy papaya pills, and even treat us to the occasional banana slice. We get to live in a huge 
condo with two floors (one fully carpeted), two bathrooms, stairs, underground parking, and even a garage that leads us into 
our very own bunny lodge. And what a grand lodge it is – equipped with toys galore to keep us busy all day and night. We 
even get to go outside to smell the fresh air. Of course, these jaunts are supervised by our human slaves.  

We wanted to send you some pictures of us playing. The slaves were not able to catch our binkies because we are just so 
fast. We want to thank all the House Rabbit Mommies for taking care of us until we found our forever mommy and daddy!  

We HOP to see you soon...  
Breck and Copper  
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November Bunnies of the Month 
Rita and Angie 

 
Rita and Angie have been through a lot together. They were among a group of 16 rabbits dumped 
at a trailhead in Evergreen. These bunnies were all so unfamiliar with the outdoors they froze 
together in fear, too afraid to venture off the trail. It wouldn’t have taken predators long to find 
them! These pretty 2007 bunnies are very friendly and sweet. Rita weighs 6 1/4 lbs, with Angie 
just a tad bigger at 6 3/4 lbs. They think living in this shelter is much nicer than living in the wild, 
but they know becoming members of a family will be their dream come true. 
 

 
December Bunnies of the Month 

Merlin and Tricia 
 

Merlin and Tricia are now a pair! These two youngsters born in the spring of 2006 were facing dire 
fates. Merlin was warehoused in a willing-to-kill shelter with his time running out, and Tricia had been 
dumped as a baby out in the wild with absolutely no outdoor survival skills. Handsome Merlin at 3 ¾  
lbs and his pretty Tricia at 5 ¼ lbs have been wishing  Merlin’s magic would bring them a forever 
home! 
 

January Bunny of the Month 
Patches 

 
Patches is a handful of love, a handful of cute, a handful of personality! This little 3 ½  lb 2005 
rabbit came to the shelter, saw the biggest, handsomest boy bunn in the room, and promptly got 
herself into his run to settle in with him as soon as our backs were turned. They were the “odd 
couple” in bunny-speak, with him being so big and her so small. 
 
For several months, they got along well. But after awhile, Patches’ high energy level and 
somewhat bossy personality got the best of big ol’ Elijah’s laid-back personality. He really began 
to lose patience with her and finally just begged us to let him have a divorce. That suits Patches 

just fine. “And who,” she says, “needs a big, lazy galoot of a bunn just layin’ around the crate all day anyway? Me? No way! 
I’m a party girl – party, party, party, that’s me! So get me outta here; take me to your house and let me have a boy bunn I 
can really play with. I’m ready for some fun, aren’t you? Let’s start this new year right!” 
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“An old man walked up a beach littered with thousands of starfish, beached and dying 
after a storm. A young man was picking them up and flinging them back into the ocean. 
‘Why bother?’ the old man scoffed. ‘You’re not saving enough to make a difference.’ The 
young man picked up another starfish and sent it spinning back into the water. ‘Made a 
difference to that one,’ he said.” 
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By Mary-Kaye Buchtel, as told to her by Nancy LaRoche and Rachel Bellamy 
 

 
This quarter’s Starfish Award goes to the incredible Wonder Woman !  Oh, no, 
wait – it’s our own Sandy McFall!  And you can understand our confusion, for 
Sandy is the woman who can move mountains to make things happen and, she 
does it always “for the bunns.”  Sandy is a non-stop problem solver who won’t let 
anything stop her from achieving her goal to help needful rabbits on the Western 
slope in any way she can.   
 
At first, working through the Broomfield facility, Sandy made monthly visits down 
from the mountains to pitch in with whatever needed doing.  Many Tuesday 
afternoons Sandy carted bunnies outdoors to the runs for exercise and then 
returned them to their crates later that day.  During the bunnies’ fun time, you 
could have found Sandy on a step-stool dusting pipes, shelves, and other 
assorted bunny-dander collectors.  She was a laundry-proficient cleaner, toy-

provider, and bunny friend to the frightened as well.  Those of us who were lucky enough to also be working 
those afternoons soon found we’d been blessed to have made an incredibly wise and loving new friend. 
 
It wasn’t too long before Sandy’s self-appointed mission called her to create an equivalent safety zone for rabbits 
on the Western slope.  Armed with Nancy’s approval, education, and assistance she was off and running creating 
the Northwest Colorado Satellite.  This was all accomplished in the midst of major changes in Sandy’s life.   
 
Shortly, in bunny years, the location for her shelter ran up against a zoning problem.  Close the shelter?  No, not 
Sandy!  She got busy, sold her house, found and bought another home, and set about rebuilding most of it to 
safely house the Northwest Satellite’s expanding population.  This major task didn’t stop Sandy from staffing a 
weekly adoption booth at the Grand Junction PetSmart.  Besides being able to find homes for many of the NW 
foster bunns, these events end up being a bit of a meet-and-greet with the general public, whereby Sandy ends 
up advocating for and teaching about bunnies to anyone interested. And all the above is more than enough to 
warrant Sandy being chosen for the Starfish Award.   
 
However, that is NOT all she does for Colorado House Rabbit Society!  Sandy is the editor for The Bunny 
Runner , which is a huge task requiring much time, more than most of us would imagine.  She sets the schedule, 
solicits our articles, edits them, arranges for photos to be sent to Editor Heather Meyer, gathers up late 
submissions, and so much more.  Rachel’s comment about Sandy really says it all, “Sandy has an incredibly kind 
and generous spirit and her unflagging devotion to the bunnies is an inspiration to us all.” 
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We currently have 40 rabbits (13 pairs, and 14 singles) who deserve a second look. 
 
“Second Look” rabbits are rabbits with something about them making them less likely to get a home.   We 
categorize them as follows: 

· Bunnies Needing Extra Care  
· Bunnies Who Need Special People—older rabbits, shy rabbits, aggressive rabbits, etc. 
· Bunnies Denied Homes Because of Prejudice—large rabbits, rabbits with pink eyes, etc. 
· Bunnies Simply Overlooked—good, adoptable pairs who have been repeatedly overlooked, possibly 

because of their location in the shelter 
   
Rabbits older or likely to require medical care are eligible to become permanent fosters.  Our permanent foster 
program allows people with time and space to give these rabbits a home without concern for major medical 
expenses, as the chapter covers medical care for them. 
 
We are delighted to announce that the following “bunnies deserving a second look” are now in homes: 

Jack and Flossy Campbell 
Emma Chester, Maisie, and Margo 
Maxine Astra and Reese 

 
SECOND LOOK RABBITS STILL WITH US  

 
Bunnies Who Need Special People   

Arwin and Aragorn —older Melanie and Joey—older  
Grace and Gregory—older  Sugar Bunn and Bandero—older  
Petey and Delilah—older and Delilah has pink eyes 

 
Bunnies Denied Homes because of Prejudice  

Rowena—pink eyes Luci—pink eyes 
Darby—big Amos and Aesop—Amos has pink eyes 
Callista and Camilla—pink eyes Cathryn and Miles—Cathryn has pink eyes 
Aaron—pink eyes Icelandia—pink eyes 
Bianca—pink eyes Benji—pink eyes 
Sarah—big and pink eyes Hillary —pink eyes 
Henrietta—pink eyes  Glenda—pink eyes 
Linus—pink eyes Allison—big and pink eyes  
Ashley—pink eyes Andy and Ashes—Ashes has pink eyes 
Gabby and Hannibal—Gabby has pink eyes 

 
Bunnies Simply Overlooked—We don’t understand why, as these are great pairs!! 

Marvin and Sheila Stormy and Calypso 
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Bunnies in Boats, a wonderful little book by members of the Styler family, is cute and full of wisdom.  Half the income 
from every book sold is donated to a deserving cause, and our Colorado House Rabbit Society is one of those qualified.  You 
can buy the book in The Bunny Burrow or online in the books category at the Gift Shop  
(http://www.coloradohrs.com/gifts.asp?cat=7).  Click on the link to the Bunnies in Boats site.  This link is set up to take you 
into their site through our assigned merchandise code, so any orders placed through that link will ensure CO-HRS receives 
our designated half of the purchase price. 
 
We have a new and long-overdue page designed to thank the benefactors who give so generously to CO-HRS.  On the top 
menu of our site, you will see the new button “Our Benefactors” (http://www.coloradohrs.com/thanks.asp).  Clicking on that 
button (or this link in the newsletter) takes you to the “Thanks to Our Benefactors” page.  Many of the donations come 
through businesses, and we can show our thanks by clicking on their links and doing business with them.   
 
BinkyBunny.com has initiated a program to donate 7% of sales to CO-HRS when the order is placed through the link we 
have on our “Where to Find” (http://www.coloradohrs.com/where_to_find.asp) page.  Besides using the link to access the 
page, you can find BinkyBunny.com by selecting “Where to Find” from the drop down menu under “Bunny Supplies.” 
CO-HRS only gets proceeds from the sale if we use their link through our webpage. 
 
Another new pop-up page promotes our new “Sponsor a Bunny” program 
(http://www.coloradohrs.com/donate_bunny_sponsor.asp) announced in the last newsletter.  Click the link provided in the 
“Bulletin Board” section of our home page (upper right corner). For the cost of a latte a week, you can ensure our shelter has 
funds to maintain a rabbit for a month! 
 
Speaking of the “Bulletin Board” section of our site’s Home Page, check out the adorable little bunny on the poster.  A click 
on this poster gets us to the Care2 and Adopt-a-Pet’s new site, 
(http://www.care2.com/animalsheltercontest/76593/?refer=4875.04.1230039955.2576).  As of this writing, CO-HRS has 
371 votes in a contest to win $10,000.  Don’t be the last kid on your block to vote for us!  Our bunnies would really benefit 
from winning this $10,000. 
 

Who Visits www.coloradohrs.com? 
 
Our recently installed website counters show us we’ve had over 88,000 visits to our Bunny Pages since the middle of 
August.  No, that is not an error; it is over eighty eight thousand!  That figure would represent about 85 visits per day!   
 
The fourth quarter Bunny Runner had 350 unique visitors who viewed the newsletter over 700 times! This is coincidentally 
equivalent to our membership; however the count undoubtedly reflects a mix of members and non-members.   
 
Fifteen people a day take a stroll through our Look at Us Now feature, indicating your bunnies could tell their stories to over 
400 people the first month their story is published. 
 
Christie, with her Ways You Can Help Page, plays hostess to 53 visitors a week.  She is always there and ready to show 
people some of the simple yet very effective way to help support our foster bunnies. 
 
By the time you read this, we can anticipate that our Articles Page will have given 125 visitors a week new and more 
information about how to care for their rabbits.  There is a wealth of information your bunny hopes you’ll know to be the 
best bunny caretaker you can be.  
 
Our online Gift Shop has offered all things bunny to about 4,000 visitors since the first week in December.  We have 
recently been blessed with a new-to-us volunteer who is burning up the wires with new pictures of even more of our 
offerings, making sales soar.  
 
Be sure to join the almost 600 people who’ve checked our new Thanks to Our Benefactors page since its inception the first 
week in December.  By our members knowing who has given to CO-HRS, contributing to our success and our bunnies’ 
security, we can all be sure to thank them with our business when we need their products and/or services.  
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By Sandy McFall, Satellite Manager 

 
Ashley Furniture Howl-o-Ween Event 
NWCO-HRS was one of the animal rescue groups to benefit from the annual Ashley Furniture Howl-o-Ween 
event this year.  We participated by having an adoption booth and found a wonderful new foster family for our 
bunns!  We appreciate the continued support of Ashley Furniture and the recognition of the Colorado House 
Rabbit Society as a viable Grand Junction animal rescue organization.  
 
Western Colorado Adoption Fair Sponsored by Best Friends 
We participated in this fun and productive all-weekend event at PetSmart in early November.  Two bunnies went 
to new homes as a result:  Shilo moved in with the Stortz family and Maddox set up housekeeping with Fuzz and 
the LaPlant family.  We always appreciate the hard work of Best Friends Animal Society and the Grand Junction 
PetSmart for making this huge event a resounding success.   
 
Barn Warming a Great Success  
The bunny barn warming party held on November 23 was great fun.  We had many old and new friends support 

the bunnies with sales and donations of over $500!  Bunnies provided maze, rolling run, 
and outdoor binkie demonstrations.  Hand-made bunny plates and treats sold very well, as 
did our new sweatshirts with the NWCO logo.  The Grand Junction Free Press showed up 
and model Karlee Nasalrod made an appealing picture with Jamal in the paper a few days 
later.   

 
Special thanks go to Tabatha Savage for organizing the event and making many of the bunny and people goodies 
for sale; Cathy Gaggini for financial, moral, and food support; Linda Rotert for making many wonderful items 
for sale including adorable original bunny cards, as well as donating bunny items for sale; Judith Hopper for 
making and donating items for sale; Chuck Duncan for working tirelessly to get the garage finished for the event; 
and Joe Magruder for cashiering.  It was a blast.  Thanks to all of you who showed up for the celebration. 
 
Bunny Barn Naming Contest  
We had suggestions of Hopper Haven, Bunny Haven, and Bunny Bungalow.  I can’t decide!  Which one do you 
like?  Feedback is appreciated … 
 
PetSmart Santa Booth 
NWCO-HRS was again one of the beneficiaries of PetSmart’s Santa Photo Booth, and we staffed the booth on 
Sunday, December 7.  Thanks to Chuck Duncan who played Santa while I photographed the pets.  We should 
know in February the amount of this donation.  

 
Caprock Academy Kindergartners 
On December 8 the foster bunnies got an early Christmas present from kindergartners at 
charter school Caprock Academy.  Representatives Sophia, Amelia, and Kaci Knaysi, along 
with Katie, Jack, and Christy Fry presented the bunnies with several boxes of toys and treats.  
The gifts represented days of work by the Knaysi, Fry, Witwer, Sisac, Gardner, Queally, and 
Suplizio families.  While the bunnies happily chewed on treats, the kids cuddled rabbits and 
learned basic handling.  It was a wonderful holiday gift and the bunnies continue to enjoy the 
treats!   

 Amelia Knaysi  
  cuddles Lilly 
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Calendar Year Statistics 
Inventory activity increased by 52% this year.  I find it useful to compare 2008 statistics to 2007 in the table 
below: 
 

 Bunnies taken into 
inventory 

Bunnies adopted 
to homes 

Other % of 
inventory 
adopted 

Bunnies in inventory 
year-end 

2007 21 10 1 (died) 48% 9 
2008 32 19 2  

(to permanent 
sanctuary) 

60% 11  

 
While it has seemed we’ve had less adoption activity, these statistics show otherwise!  Having two litters of 
babies born at the Satellite has posed particular challenges, but we certainly have some darling, loving bunnies as 
a result of raising them from birth.  They will be good ambassadors when they get into homes.   
 
As always, we appreciate your ongoing support of the Northwest Colorado Satellite.  Sandy McFall, nwco-
hrs@msn.com, 970-263-7775, www.coloradohrs.com/northwest. 
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Several weeks ago CO-HRS issued a special plea for help with both money and volunteers and our supporters 
came through for us once again! You opened your hearts and your wallets to get HRS through an immediate 
need for funds and for this we are most grateful.  However, just as everyone’s household expenses are ongoing, 
so too are the expenses of providing food and housing for our foster bunnies.  To help with these ongoing needs 
we are beginning a Sponsor a Bunny with Money  program.  For a monthly donation of $26.51* you will have a 
sponsorship card placed on the crate of the bunny you are sponsoring with a message which reads “This bunny 
is being sponsored by (your name)”. You can sponsor a bunny for one month, several months, one year or 
longer.  If you sponsor a bunny as a gift for someone, both your names will be placed on the crate card.   Please 
allow us to select your Sponsored Bunny for you. 
 
Sponsoring a Bunny with Money would make a great holiday, birthday, anniversary or thank you gift for your 
special bunny-lovin’ person.   
 
* $26.51 is the total average cost per month to support one rabbit, not including veterinary expenses. This 
breaks down as $3.60 for litter, $2.35 for hay, $14.73 for housing (includes electricity, rent, etc.), $1.90 for 
pellets and papaya tablets, and $3.93 for veggies.   We typically average 130 rabbits at any given time. 

  

 
Page 9 The Bunny Runner – February 2009 

��$�������$�����������$�������$�����������$�������$�����������$�������$����������# �#�#�#����
 
Join Christie, our Chairbunn of Ways and Means on her very own web page 
http://www.coloradohrs.com/waysandmeans.asp to see the many ways you can  
help keep our foster bunns housed, fed, and homed with loving families! 
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The last time I emptied my bunny’s litter pan I noticed white on the stools.  Tonight I noticed the same residue in a 
cardboard box they play in.  An article on the internet states that too much calcium in a bunny’s diet can  
lead to stones and should be reduced.  I use a salad mix that is a combo of endive, romaine, radicchio, cilantro, basil 
or mint, bok choy and sometimes small amount of sliced carrots.  It doesn't look like any of these are high-calcium 
veggies.  Do I need to be concerned?   
 
It is normal for rabbit urine to leave a white deposit when it dries.  This is just the particulate matter that makes rabbit 
urine somewhat sludgy.  Naturally, if the sludge becomes too thick, it can lead to bladder stones.  Your vet can 
probably express one of the bunnies' bladders and see if it looks like there is too much sludge if you remain 
concerned. Be sure to refer to the list of preferred veggies for rabbits on our webpage, 
http://coloradohrs.com/articles/diet_veggies_generic.asp and feed a wide variety. 
 
Can you confirm that the leaves and/or twigs from the trees listed below are safe for bunnies?  Should they be picked 
green off the tree, or dried, or picked off the ground when the leaves change color in the fall and then dried?    

a) Willow (pussy willow and weeping willow) 
b) Apple (crab apple and regular apple) 
c) Cottonwood 
 

Willow, apple, and cottonwood leaves and twigs are fine for rabbits to chew.  Bunnies seem to like them fresh or 
dried.  Many rabbits seem to like the yellow cottonwood leaves falling off the tree better than the fresh ones.  Some 
HRS members keep dried apple leaves for treats throughout the winter.  Either fresh or dried is fine.  Apple and pear 
branches are preferred, and many bunnies don't like the cottonwood twigs very much, as they can be bitter.  We know 
pit-fruit tree branches need to be dried completely before given to bunnies, and honey locust twigs are NOT okay for 
bunnies to chew.   
 
Are dried cranberries okay to give bunnies, just like raisins? 
 
Dried cranberries can be fed as treats just like raisins but you must be careful of the quantity you give as the sugars are 
highly concentrated in these fruits.  Papaya and acidophilus tablets make healthier treats. 
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We have a bunny with very dry skin.  Is flax seed indicated for this 
condition?  If so, what is the protocol for using it?   
 
There are several conditions that can cause flaky skin. You need to talk to 
your rabbit-savvy veterinarian before doing anything on your own.  Then, if 
your vet recommends omega-3 fatty acids for your rabbit's flaky skin, flax 
seed can be given. Rabbits grind everything they eat, so we don't grind the 
flax seeds for them.  The proper dose is a pinch ONCE a day, sprinkled over 
veggies or pellets, until skin and coat look good, then discontinue. More 
than one pinch a day could cause serious problems.  
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Thank you to all the wonderful members who responded to our appeal for new stories. In August we had no new stories 
to print, but our request brought in several stories, taking us just through the first story for 2009. We know hundreds of 
people take the time to enjoy the successes of our CO-HRS adoptions. Don’t let YOUR bunnies be the only bunnies who 
haven’t gotten to tell us their story! Send yours in while you’re thinking of it, and we’ll put it on the site soon. You can 
email your story, short or long, with or without pictures, to starbucket@comcast.net.  

Or send it via U.S. mail to: HRS - Look at Us Now 
         P.O. Box 238 
         Broomfield, CO 80038-0238  
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The following 34 bunnies have arrived at the shelter 
since the last newsletter. 
 
Glenda, Vanessa, Vincent, and Linus are four of the 
24 rabbits running loose in a home and multiplying 
randomly.   They went to the Larimer County Animal 
Shelter, and from there came to us.   

 
Glenda and Vanessa 
These two female adolescent mini-
lops started out together, but now 
live separately.  Each wants her own 

hus-bunn. Born in mid-2008, each one is expected to 
reach close to 6 lbs. Both are lively and eager for 
attention. 
 
Vincent 
Cautiously friendly upon arrival, 
Vincent has decided that people are 
really not so bad… they bring 
yummy things to eat and scratch bunnies’ears and 
necks, which feels really good!  This lovely mini-lop 
sports a chinchilla colored coat and was born mid-
2008. 

 
Linus 
This cute mini-lop, also born in mid-
2008 can only be described as a 
character.  The first time the door of 

his crate was opened, he launched himself smack into 
the chest of the person, nearly knocking her over and 
leading her to consider the name “Racket” for him.  
Since then he has gradually grown less territorial, but 
still believes that no one has the right to enter his 
room.   
 

Allison 
Born in 2006, this oddly elongated lop 
was left in a small cage next to a 
dumpster.  When found she was 

emaciated, although she still weighed 8 lbs!  Every bone 
seemed to protrude.  She’s been eating almost non-stop 
since her arrival.  Allison gets very agitated when 
touched, but the agitation appears to be more about 
whether food is being offered rather than about being 
touched.  When back to a normal weight, Allison will be 
at least 9 lbs. 
 
Ashley 
Born in December of 2007 and 
weighing only 3 ¼ lbs, Ashley was too 
cage-aggressive to stay at her original 
shelter. They decided she did not want a bunny friend, 
but we know better—she just needs to meet the right 
guy.  Although she doesn’t like people intruding into her 
crate, she doesn’t bite, she just races around as if to say, 
“If I go fast enough, they won’t be able to touch 
anything!” 

 
Socks and Adele  
Originally Socks came to us and was 
paired with Adele.  The two went home 
only to find  the dog who had previously 

ignored Socks was now literally ripping door frames off 
in an attempt to get to them.  Obviously, it wasn’t a safe 
environment for these two, so they came back to us.  
Probably born in 2005, Socks is black with white socks. 
Adele, born in 2002, is dark gray and white. 
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Three new inscriptions have been made on the Memorial Plaque: 
 

 From Jane Schneider:   Donated by Kay Fritzsche for Diane Broccardo:   
 Snookums, Angie's Angel Bunny Muffy, Diane's Treasure Deeply Missed 

 
Donated by Mary-Kaye Buchtel and Bill Starkey: 
Tribble 2002 to 2008, Not Nearly Long Enough 

  

If you have never seen our Memorial Plaque, stop for a moment when you visit the Bunny Burrow Gift Shop.  The plaque is located 
just inside the front door.  Purchasing a plate for our Memorial Plaque is a great way to pay tribute to a special rabbit or person.  
Your donation helps care for the foster bunnies who are waiting desperately to make a difference in someone’s life just as the 
bunnies memorialized on the plaque have made a difference in the lives of the families who loved them.  If you would like to place 
a tribute on our plaque, please contact Kay Fritzsche at 303-770-5212 or Kay@coloradohrs.com. 



�""�������6+	�
��7�""�������6+	�
��7�""�������6+	�
��7�""�������6+	�
��7� ���
Mr. T., Babs, Midnight, Ebony, and Peggy are all mini-
rexes whose person wanted his original male and female 
to have only one litter.  A few escapes leading to illicit 
rendezvous, however, resulted in three litters.  More 
responsible than most, their person got them all spayed 
and neutered before asking us to take these five. 
 

Mr. T and Babs 
Born March 17 and May 7 of 2008 
respectively, this pair is a delight!  He is 
brown and white, and she is black and 

white.  They have the velvety rex coat, gentle curiosity 
and self assurance typical of mini-rexes.  This pair isn’t 
likely to be here long. 
 
Midnight and Ebony 
Male and female respectively, these 
two were both born on May 7, 2008 and 
both sport solid black velvet coats.  
They too display the gentle curiosity, self assurance and 
friendliness typical of mini-rexes.   
 

Peggy 
Born on March 17, 2008, this rust-
brown mini-rex is somewhat livelier 
than the above two pairs, perhaps only 
because she is a single.  Eager for 
attention, Peggy will be a special 

“catch” for some bunny! 
 
Cindy 
This little 2 ¾ lb dwarf Hotot was born 
sometime in 2008 and was left in a box 
by the intersection of Hwy 85 and 120th 
with a note stating that she was on antibiotics and her eye 
needed to be removed.  By the time we got her, the eye 
had ruptured, relieving the pain she must have been 
enduring.  The rupture has healed, and we’re watching to 
see if the eye may still need to be removed.  Cindy is a 
friendly little thing, sitting in her litter box and requiring 
that you beg her to come to you, then running happily into 
your arms. 
 

Bridget 
This big 9 ¼ lb grey Chinchilla rabbit 
(probably a Giant Chinchilla mix born 
in 2006) was a stray for who knows 
how long.  Arriving quite skinny, she 
has been busily working to gain the 

weight she should carry.   Bridget was frightened of 
people at first, but now welcomes them and enjoys their 
attention.  She has two characteristics that immediately 
grab your attention:  her big ears and the huge dewlap.  
When she rests her head on it, it looks like a huge, soft 
pillow. 

Kyra and Dudley Lee 
In April of 2006 our pretty little multi-
brown min-rex Kyra went home to live 
with Dudley and his people.  Sadly their 
people divorced, leaving them without a 

home, and they came back to us.  Another rabbit named 
Dudley was already here, so we added “Lee” to this one 
so we could distinguish between the two.  Kyra, born in 
2003, has severe osteoarthritis in her right hip and left 
knee, as well as a lumbar disk protrusion, but she still 
gets in and out of her litter box just fine.  She will be on 
medication the rest of her life (she’s very good about 
taking it).  Dudley Lee was born in 2005 and is a very 
friendly bunn. 
 
Andy and Ashes 
These two Netherlands came to us 
because their shelter was overflowing.  
Both were born in 2008 and each weigh 
less than 2 ½ lb.  They are lively and friendly bunnies. 
 

Stuart 
Stuart is a young buck who was seen 
running around a parking lot.  He’s such 
a friendly fellow that he ran up to 
someone and let them pick him up, thus 
rescuing himself!   He loves people and 

attention.  He is quite a wild one and jumped over the 
side of the pen he was in to be with other rabbits (who, 
incidentally, weren’t very happy about his uninvited 
visit).  We had to put him in a crate to contain him.  He 
races back and forth whenever anyone comes near, 
begging for attention.  Someone is going to have their 
hands full with this guy, and whoever is lucky enough to 
get him will have a real jewel! 

 
Ili 
This pretty little dwarf Hotot’s people 
gave her to a friend to keep while they 
went on vacation, but then said they 
didn’t want her back.  Her new person stuck her in a 
small cage under some wooden outside stairs, where she 
languished in miserable boredom.  One day, this person 
took her to a 90 year-old lady and said, “Here, I don’t 
want her.”  This dear lady not only took Ili, but refused 
to return the bunny when the person changed her mind.  
Knowing she couldn’t care for her she called us, and 
little Ili (just 3 ¼ lb) is discovering a whole new life with 
good care, room to move, and lots of things to prevent 
boredom.  We haven’t yet determined her age. 
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Jeremiah and Justin 
When Jeremiah’s behavior suddenly 
changed from active to very quiet, he 
and his buddy Justin were transferred 

to us.  It turned out that Jeremiah had a broken jaw, 
right between his two lower incisors.  Dr. Guerrera 
wired the incisors together, holding the ends of the 
bones in place so they could heal.  Both of these boys 
were born in late 2007.  Jeremiah is just over 3 lb, 
Justin about 4 ¼ lb. 
 
Gabby and Hannibal 
Originally named “Hannah,” 
Hannibal’s name was changed when 
an attempted spay revealed he was a 
male. (Sigh…he could have been 
sexed without an attempted spay.)  Hannibal also had a 
corneal ulcer that hadn’t cleared up with one week of 
inadequate treatment, so the animal shelter was going 
to kill both Gabby and Hannibal!  We raced to get them 
and are treating the ulcer, which is healing nicely.   
These two are possibly the cutest bunnies at the 
shelter—Hannibal is a tiny grey and white Holland 
Lop, weighing just 3 lb and Gabby is a white Jersey 
Wooly with a touch of grey, weighing just 3 ¼ lb.  
Both are very friendly, happily accepting any and all 
attention offered. 
 

Robby 
Purchased for a 4 year-old and ignored 
completely, this adorable lionhead 
was left behind when the family 
moved.  One of our members took him 

in temporarily, got him accustomed to being handled, 
and then brought him to us.  Born in 2008 and 
weighing less than 3 lb, Robby is utterly adorable!  He 
is also quite lively and entertaining. 
 
Waffles 
The in-laws asked the family to keep 
Waffles for two weeks while they 
were moving.  Two years later, they 
still hadn’t come for him. The medical cost of an 
abscess was beyond the family’s means, so they turned 
to us.  This sweet little gray mini-lop wasn’t in very 
good shape when he arrived, but he’s doing better each 
day.  Born in 2005 and weighing 4 ¾ lb, Waffles is 
grateful for people who care enough to give him a 
second chance. 
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If tears could build a stairway and memories a lane, I’d 
walk right up to heaven and bring you home again.  
Author Unknown 
 
Our hearts ache for your loss.  We hope you will be 
consoled in knowing you gave these bunnies the best 
years of their lives. 

�� Kathy Freund's Apollo  
�� Gary and Olympia Stefanski's Clib   
�� Dawn Gleasure's Can-Can  
�� Lora Stapish's Cocoa   
�� Jim and Becky Hawley's Snowpea   
�� Jodi Freeman's Sugarfoot   
�� Mary-Kaye Buchtel and Bill Starkey’s Tribble  
�� Jeff Shafer's Harmony   
�� Chris and Patty Wieland's Ariana   
�� Joyce Lechuga's Jonathan   
�� Kathy Erbaugh's Sugar   
�� Pam True and Vickie Gamble's Pierre   
�� Vickie Ortega's April   
�� Heidi Harrell's Lynette    
�� Diane Broccardo's Muffy  
�� Beverly Topliss' Blossom   
�� Sabrina and Tommy Bernard's Windy  and 

Cloudy   
�� Deb Paolucci's Carmie   
�� Diane Jones' Gazelle  
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When you prepare your Colorado State Income 
Tax Return, please consider a donation to the Pet 
Overpopulation Fund.  Simply enter the amount 
you wish to contribute on the appropriate line of 
your tax return.  Your donation will help fund 
grants to assist local caregivers to provide spay and 
neuter surgeries for dogs and cats in underserved 
areas of Colorado.  In the 6 years since its 
inception, 32,000 dogs and cats have been altered 
[note: funds can only be used on dogs and cats].  In 
2007, 163,700 dogs and cats entered shelters and 
nearly 45,000 of these were euthanized.  There is 
still much more work to be done to prevent these 
unnecessary deaths.  The fund also provides 
education funds to encourage Colorado citizens to 
have pets spayed and neutered.  All donations are 
used for the animals; administrative services are 
provided at no cost.  Your gift is tax-deductible 
and will save an animal’s life.  For more 
information, visit www.SaveColoradoPets.org. 
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By: Mischa Rotkovich, DVM, CMA 

 
“It matters not whether medicine is old or new, so long as it brings about a cure. It matters not 
whether theories are Eastern or Western, so long as they prove to be true.” 

Dr. Jen-Hsou Lin 
 

Acupuncture has been practiced as a form of medical treatment for over 3,000 years. It is 
believed to have originated in China as a bloodletting technique for the treatment of 
numerous ailments. In fact, one man (called the Ice Man) tattooed himself in all the places 
he found beneficially receptive for whatever condition he was suffering from at the time. 
His body was our first record of what we now call acupuncture “points.” Points are precise 
anatomical locations where blood vessels, tendons, ligaments, muscles, bones, and 
connective tissue converge with nerves throughout the body. Acupuncture has previously 
been described as energy traveling in invisible lines called meridians. With the benefit of 
current scientific technology and knowledge, we now know these points are specifically 
connected by the nervous system in channels, not invisible meridians.  

 
“Since acupuncture works through neuromodulation and because structure and function are so 
intimately related, precise neuromodulation depends on anatomically accurate point location.” 

Dr. Narda Robinson DO, DVM, MS, DABMA, FAAMA  
(AJTCVM, Fall 2006, Vol.1, No. 1) 

 
Acupuncture is the process of inserting very thin, sterile needles into the skin at these points. The stimulation and 
manipulation of the needle on the nerve sends a signal to the brain, which travels from the nerve through the 
spinal cord. This signal communicates with various levels of the brain to cause a release of chemical substances 
including endorphins and enkephalins. The needle insertion is usually painless. Some patients may feel a twitch 
or a twinge (like hitting your funny bone, but much less painful) at a point that is sensitive. The purpose of 
acupuncture is to encourage the brain to help the body achieve a healthier and more balanced state, called 
homeostasis. 
 
Homeostasis is primarily affected by our involuntary nervous system, which has two branches: the sympathetic 
(fight or flight) and the parasympathetic (rest and digest). Rabbits by nature are overloaded with sympathetic 
stimulation. It is common knowledge of veteran rabbit guardians that they need positive influence for digestion to 
help prevent and treat stasis. 
 
Acupuncture can be used for a variety of conditions in rabbits including arthritis, GI stasis, diarrhea, neurologic 
imbalances (including seizures), infections, eye problems, pain management, kidney or bladder ailments, 
respiratory conditions, and circulatory insufficiencies. Rabbits are typically very good responders to acupuncture. 
They don’t tolerate needles being in place too long, so the sessions are usually quick and non-stressful. 
 
Legally, only a licensed veterinarian certified as a veterinary acupuncturist should perform acupuncture 
treatments. The American Academy of Veterinary Medical Acupuncture (CO State University, 
www.scienceofacupuncture.com), the Chi Institute (www.tcvm.com), and the International Veterinary 
Acupuncture Society (www.ivas.org) annually train and certify licensed veterinarians. Acupuncture is typically 
integrated with Western veterinary medicine as part of a thorough treatment plan based on an accurate diagnosis. 
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The following 43 rabbits have been adopted since the last 
newsletter.  Congratulations to them and their new families!  
The lives of these bunnies and their human companions 
will be forever and immeasurably enriched through these 
adoptions. 
 

�� Ariel and Ross will be living with Janelle Henderson 
and Adrienne LeBailey 

�� Gizmo will be living with Allison and Andrew Millanrd 
�� Silvie will be living with Andrew and Kerry 

Davenport 
�� Carmen will be living with Danielle and Dustin Bartel 
�� Sammy will be living with Amanda Crunk 
�� Ferdinand and Isabella will be living with Twila and 

Jim Parker 
�� Alinda will be living with Melanie and Timothy 

Pococke 
�� Zack and Zinc will be living with Caroliine and Ellias 

Ortega 
�� Zoe will be living with Debbie and John Garza 
�� Freida will be living with Kara and Adam Mahan 
�� Kolynn will be living with Shawn and Luis Curio 
�� Hugh will be living with Robert and Pam Cook 
�� Taylor will be living with Mary-Kaye Buchtel and Bill 

Starkey 
�� Kisses will be living with Marc and Miwa Steuben 
�� Axel and Eve will be living with Brandon Stokes 
�� Jack and Flossy will be living with Rachel 

McCarney 
�� Campbell will be living with Carole and Kevin 

Driscoll 
�� Klinger and Bippity will be living with Karen and 

Mike Eisterer 
�� Sunshine will be living with Jeff and Paula Shafer 
�� Lorraine, Ellery, and Elleanor will be living with 

Ann and Earle Morency 
�� Joslyn  will be living with Sara and Miesha Spencer 
�� MacIntosh  will be living with the Doria family 
�� Scott and Meara will be living with Jonni Sue 

Mendez 
�� Maxine  will be living with Beverly Topliss 
�� Angel and Brie  will be living with Vicki Ortega 
�� Astra and Reese will be living with Eileen Gallager 
�� Peeve and Mojo  will be living with Gene and 

Michelle Maloy Dillon 
�� Chester , Maisie , Margo , Lindo , and Bonita  will be 

living with Mike Stein 
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Colorado House Rabbit Society 
P.O. Box 238 
Broomfield, CO 80038-0238 
www.coloradohrs.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERINARIANS: 
Please place in your waiting room. 

Thanks! 

 


